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one sees and touches, they maintained, are imperfect copies of t he pure forms studied in
mathematics and philosophy. Accordingly, only the abstract reasoning of these disciplines
yields genuine knowledge, whereas reliance on sense perception produces vague and
inconsistent opinions . They concluded that philosophical contemplation of the unseen
world of forms is the highest goal of human life. Aristotle followed Plao in regarding
abstract knowledge as superior to any other, but disagreed with him a; to the proper
method of achieving it. Aristotle maintained that almost all kno wledge¢ is derived from
experience. Knowledge is gained either directly, by abstracting the definin g traits of a
species, or indirectly, by deducing new facts from those already known, in

accordance with the rules of logic.

The Stoic and Epicurean schools agreed with Aristotle that knowl edg ? originates in sense
perception, but against both Aristotle and Plato they maintained that philosophy is to be
valued as a practical guide to life, rather than as an end in it self. (Mici osoft ® Encarta ®

Reference Library 2006).
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[In the 5th century bc, the Greek Sophists questioned the possibility of reliable and
objective knowledge. Thus, a leading Sophist, Gorgias, argued that nothing really exists,
that if anything did exist it could not be known, and that if knowledge were possible, it
could not be communicated. Another prominent Sophist, Protagoras, maintained that no
person's opinions can be said to be more correct than another's, because each is the sole
judge of his or her own experience. Plato, following his illustr ious teacher Socrates, tried to
answer the Sophists by postulating the existence of a world of unchanging and invisible

forms, or ideas, about which it is possible to have exact and certain knowledge. The things
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